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"The Slavs," he declared, "will be the coming nation of
the earth."
Surely this is not the logical outcome of the scientific
progress that had been laid before us in such a masterly
array of facts. If the Slavs are to dominate a world that has
been blessed by scientific discovery and invention, one
naturally gathers that these people have been and are in the
vanguard of this evolution, and may be expected to rule as
a reward for their superior contributions to our advance-
ment. But I can't recall any outstanding service that the
Slavs have performed in this field.
The doctor further went on to say that we ourselves are
destined to be a commercial nation of the meanest type.
I can't agree with this, either. Just because we have become
temporarily upset mentally, and have been showing up at a
disadvantage, it does not follow that we have permanently
lost our souls. We have pounded ourselves pretty hard on
the subject of our greed, our frantic grab-and-get ambitions;
but I think it should be remembered that we have been
quite soft-hearted toward other peoples in distress.
I think it was a generous act when we returned the
indemnity to China that had been paid to reimburse us for
our losses in their revolution, asking them to spend the
money on scholarships for their boys. Whenever there has
been a great catastrophe affecting the people of cities and
nations thousands of miles away, we have subscribed huge
sums for their relief, without any other motive than human
kindness. I wonder if the Slavs are to take the lead in world
philanthropy. If so, they should get themselves going in
this direction. At present, they do not seem to know whether
they are afoot or horseback.